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Background 

Maine has become increasingly diverse, and the Maine Judicial Branch 

continues to respond to the needs of a more diverse community. In addition, the 

Judicial Branch continues to respond to the needs of Maine's deaf, late-deafened, and 

hard of hearing communities. Assuring language and hearing access to justice 

requires planning and a consistent commitment to quality services in court 
proceedings. 

Supported and encouraged by the Justice Action Group, the Judicial Branch has 

implemented policies and Administrative Orders related to language and hearing 

access. In recent years, the Judicial Branch has improved its capacity to address 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) and cultural competency issues in a more direct 

and structured way, including the creation of an "Access Team" made up of the 

Director of Court Services, the Court Access Coordinator, and the Communication 
Access Specialist. This team's primary goal is to identify and remove barriers that 
may affect access to justice. 

The creation of this Standing Advisory Committee is intended to assist the 

Administrative Office of the Courts, judicial leadership, trial court judges, and the 

rest of the Judicial Branch personnel with issues associated with access to the court 

system by LEP individuals. 

I. Purpose:

The purpose of the Limited English Proficiency Advisory Committee is to 

advise Judicial Branch leadership in developing and maintaining a comprehensive 

system for providing and improving access to Maine courts for individuals with 
limited English proficiency or hearing loss. 








